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:Abstract
This research aims to study the changes that have occurred in the
photographic documentation of mourning rituals in the city of Nasiriyah, through a
visual and semiotic analysis of old and modern photographs. The research focuses on
how the image embodies the Husseini rituals as a visual discourse laden with
religious, cultural, and social connotations. The research is based on the assumption
that photographic documentation is not merely a momentary archiving process, but
rather a cultural act influenced by the contexts of time, place, and the tool used. From
this perspective, the research addresses the embodiments of mourning rituals, such
as processions, lamentations, similes, and councils, in photographs, and analyzes
them using semiotic analysis tools such as the sign, the signifier and the signified,
and visual symbolism. The research compares old photographs taken in recent
decades with modern photographs that have come to rely on digital technologies and
different production methods, which illustrates a change in society's view of rituals
.on the one hand, and in the function of the photograph itself on the other
Keywords: Photographic documentation, Mourning rituals, Nasiriyah, Semiotics.

67



